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as real slaves were ; on the other hand no individual but
only the Spartan state for special services could set them. free.
A vigorous people with an expanding population, the
Spartans found their appetite for land still unsatisfied, and
already under Teleklos they were spreading west along the
coast, where Teleklos is recorded to have colonized the
villages of Tragion, Echeiai, and Poieessa, " the meadow-
land." 1 In the same generation Nikandros, Teleklos' con-
temporary in the other of the two Spartan royal lines, is
named as having crossed swords with Argos and invaded her
territory 2 ; it cannot have been much later that Sparta
broke through to the sea by annexing Prasiai and the Argive
coastal strip, while Argos vainly attempted to check the
victorious advance by giving support to the defence of
Helos.3 Certainly Sparta had a port somewhere during the
eighth century, and probably it was Prasiai, through which
she made contact with the eastern world, as is shown by the
popularity of the Spartan type of brooch, or an imitation of it,
at Paros, Delos, and Ephesos, and in general by the art,
especially the ivories, of Ephesos and Sparta.4

There was a story that Asine, in rebellion against Argos,
assisted Nikandros in his campaign, that the Argives then
destroyed Asine when the Spartans had gone home for the
winter, and that Sparta settled the refugees in a new Asine
on the coast of Messene. Beloch doubts this, holding it to
be an invention based on the recurrence of the name. This
may be so, but it is noteworthy that Herodotos, without
telling the story, does describe the people of the Messenian
Asine as Dryopes. And the Dry opes do belong, as we have
seen, to the coast regions of eastern Greece.5

In Sparta there was no fourth tribe beside the Dorian
three. Many of the land-holding class of the old population
remained no doubt in Lakonia as free farmers and kept some
of their land; but there was no sharing of citizenship, as
in Argolis. The free non-Spartan " dwellers-around " were
unmistakably Sparta's subjects, and seem usually to have

1 Ib. 360,        a Paus, ii, 86, 4.        3 Ib. 2, 7.        4 See above, p. 169.
5 Beloch, G.G. I, i, p, 833 ; Paus, ii, 36, 4 ; iv, 14, 2 ; Hdt. viii, 78.